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 – A Gem In Little Lake Valley

- by Amy Wolitzer, Project Interpreter, MCRCD

The Willits Bypass Mitigation Lands, located in Little 
Lake Valley, is the largest public wetlands restoration 
and mitigation project in the State of California. As 
mitigation for habitat impacted during the building 
of the Willits Bypass, Caltrans created a non-wasting 
endowment through the National Fish & Wildlife 
Foundation as a permanent source of funding for 
management and monitoring of 2,087 acres of wet 
meadow, stream corridors, and oak woodlands. The 
Mendocino County Resource Conservation District 
(MCRCD) provides on-the-ground land management, 
monitoring, and monthly public tours.

Upcoming Tours 

Yes, the rumors are true, Marisela de Santa Ana has 
retired but monthly tours of the Willits Bypass Offsite 
Mitigation Lands will continue. Join the new MCRCD 
Naturalist, Amy Wolitzer, to explore parts of the 
mitigation land in coming months:

July 18, 2026, 8:30 am to 1:00 pm - Exploring an Ash 
Forest
Tour meeting location: MCRCD Interpretive Center, 
Mendocino County Museum, East Commercial Street 
Willits
RSVP Required by emailing amyw@mcrcd.org or 
texting (369) 216-9990
Join us to appreciate a summer morning in the bypass 
lands. After a brief orientation and bathroom stop at the 
County Museum, we will caravan just North of Willits 
for a three-mile walk along Mill Creek. In addition to 
watching birds as they wrap up their nesting seasons, 
we are likely to see butterflies and other pollinators 
visiting late-blooming flowers. Participants will have the 
opportunity to explore a forest of ash trees that spends 
most of the year inundated with water.

August 15, 2026, 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm - Evening 
Emergence

Tour meeting location: MCRCD Interpretive Center, 
Mendocino County Museum, East Commercial Street 
Willits

Groups size is limited. Reservations REQUIRED by 
Emailing amyw@mcrcd.org or text (369) 216-9990 to 
reserve your spot.

Led by: Amy Wolitzer with support from Caltrans 
Project Manager Maureen Doyle. After a quick 
introduction at the Mendocino County Museum, we will 
caravan to a nearby area where we can watch day turn 
to night. Hopefully we will catch sight of crepuscular 
creatures enjoying the evening cool. Maybe we will see 
or hear bats and owls as they begin their night shifts. 
If skies are clear, we can finish with a little stargazing 
or try a few activities to test our five senses in the dark. 
Participants should be prepared to walk about ½ mile on 
mowed ranching roads. Group size is limited.

Ash Forest
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City Of Willits Update
 – by Dusty Duley, Community and 
Economic Development Director

The City of Willits continues to make meaningful 
investments that strengthen our community, improve 
sustainability, and support long-term economic vitality.

One of the City’s most significant sustainability 
accomplishments is the completion of a new 
619-kilowatt municipal solar project at the Sports 
Park on East Commercial Street. The project includes 
both ground-mounted solar panels and solar carports 
and is designed to offset a substantial portion of the 
electricity used by the City Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
By generating clean, renewable energy, the system 
will reduce long-term operating costs, improve energy 
resilience, and help protect public resources from rising 
utility costs.

Water reliability remains a priority for the City. Thanks 
to another productive winter, the City’s reservoir is 
approximately 96% full as of end of June, providing a 
reliable water supply as we move through the summer 
season.

The City is also exploring safer and more accessible 
transportation options along State Highway 20 between 
Walker Road and Cropley Lane. Through a partnership 
with the Mendocino Council of Governments and 
funding from Caltrans, the City will be preparing a 
comprehensive Highway 20 Corridor Study, identifying 
opportunities to improve pedestrian and bicycle 
safety, accessibility, traffic operations, and streetscape 
enhancements along one of the City’s primary 
transportation corridors

Construction also continues on the 1.6-mile long Rail 
with Trail Project, which will provide a fully ADA 
accessible multi-use pathway extending from East 
Commercial Street to East Hill Road. The trail will create 

a safe, convenient connection between neighborhoods, 
schools, parks, and downtown while encouraging 
walking and bicycling, expanding recreational 
opportunities, and improving mobility for residents and 
visitors of all ages and abilities. Construction is expected 
to be completed by December 2026.

The City recently adopted a new Downtown Mixed-
Use Zoning District to encourage investment, revitalize 
downtown, and expand housing opportunities. The new 
zoning provides greater flexibility for residential and 
commercial development and supports the adaptive 
reuse of existing buildings. 

Recognizing the unique constraints of many of our 
historic downtown properties, the City also eliminated 
off-street parking requirements for qualifying mixed-use 
and redevelopment projects, thus removing significant 
barriers to reinvestment while preserving the walkable 
character of downtown Willits.

Together, these initiatives reflect the City’s commitment 
to sustainability, responsible fiscal stewardship, 
economic development, and community resilience. 
We appreciate the continued support of our residents, 
businesses, and community partners as we work 
together to build an even stronger Willits.

The City also recently adopted its Fiscal Year 2026–27 
operating budget. Like many California communities, 
Willits continues to face ongoing fiscal challenges as 
revenues struggle to keep pace with rising operating 
costs. To achieve a balanced budget, the City made 
several difficult decisions, including reducing staffing 
levels and focusing available resources on core public 
services and high-priority infrastructure projects.

City of Willits Update continues onto next page

Solar Array at the Sports Complex, July 2026 
- photo by Dusty Duley
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Earthquake Recovery Update

The City of Willits is continuing to recover from the 
recent earthquake. City staff, along with our partner 
agencies, quickly assessed critical public infrastructure, 
including our water and wastewater treatment plants, 
bridges, and other essential facilities. I’m pleased to 
report that those facilities have been inspected and 
cleared for continued operation.

While we appear to have avoided catastrophic damage, 
many residents and businesses experienced varying 
levels of damage to homes, buildings, personal property, 
inventory, equipment, and other assets. If your property 
sustained earthquake-related damage or losses, we 
encourage you to complete the Damage Assessment 
Form available at MendoReady.org. The information 
collected helps the City of Willits, Mendocino County, 
and the California Governor’s Office of Emergency 
Services evaluate the overall impacts of the earthquake 
and determine whether the City and Conty may qualify 
for state or federal disaster assistance. While this does 
not guarantee financial assistance, it helps provide a 
more accurate picture of the community’s needs and 
strengthens the County’s efforts to pursue available 
disaster resources.

Thank you to our residents, businesses, emergency 
responders, utility partners, and City staff for their 
resilience, cooperation, and support throughout the 
response and recovery efforts.

City of Willits Update continued

Herbal Class, July 18 
- by Claudia Wenning 

“Herbs Excel at Keeping us Well"
April 18 th is the 4th offering in the Summer 2026 
herbal educational series from The Grange Garden 
Project. Join us for this workshop at Quantum 
Level Health, at the Little Lake Grange, room 4, 
from 10am-noon. The class will include a tour of 
the garden, and you will learn about herbs that 
grow well in this area and their medicinal and 
culinary properties.

If you're interested in attending, please contact 
Leslie King at trancdancer@aol.com or call 707-
400-8458, because seating is extremely limited; you 
need to reserve your space.

These workshops are offered for free, but we 
gratefully accept donations to offset expenses. (We 
were also fortunate to secure a small grant to help 
make the education series available to the public.)

Farmers Market
Every Thurs 2 3:00-5:30 2 City Park

e

Grange Pancake Breakfasts
Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street., Willits

The meal includes choice of sourdough, 
buttermilk or gluten-free pancakes, eggs, bacon, 
orange juice, organic coffee or tea and optional 

added fruit cup. In addition to delicious food, it’s a 
great community gathering!

July 26 and Aug. 23
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Jackson Forest Latest News  
– by Naomi Wagner

Jackson Demonstration State Forest (JDSF) is our own 
local 50,000 acre public forest. It is also the ancestral 
territory of the Northern Pomo and Coast Yuki tribes, 
recognized by ethnologists as a ‘cultural landscape’. 

Amidst the environmental darkness, the future of 
Jackson is one of the few bright beacons. On Feb. 20 this 
year, California State Assemblymember Chris Rogers 
introduced AB 2494. Representing a new paradigm 
in public lands management, the Bill will replace 
the outdated “Mandate to Log”, prioritizing instead, 
restoration, recreation and Tribal co-management on 
all 89,000 acres of California State Forests. Industrial 
logging will no longer be allowed. Wow!

The shift will foster forests that sequester climate-
buffering carbon and provide quality wildlife habitat. 
Jobs in eco-tourism and restoration forestry are 
calculated to increase threefold. 

The Demonstration Forests will be eligible for the State’s 
30x30 program instituted by Governor Newsom, and 
opportunities for Tribal co-management will improve. 
The State Forest system will operate in the green, instead 
of a deficit! What’s not to love?

There is one fly in the ointment, however. CalFire still 
insists on logging, breaking the three year ‘pause’ on 
the eve of the new paradigm by operating a timber 
harvest (called AMEX) in the cultural landscape, even as 
AB2494 is moving swiftly through the Senate, as a new 
forest management plan is still pending and there is no 
tribal co-management agreement yet in place. Forest 
defenders will resist. 

Prioritizing the climate and wildlife within State Forests 
is critical at a time when the federal government is 
abandoning any efforts to address the climate crisis and 
is instead ramping up timber production on federal 
lands, making Jackson truly a beacon of hope.

Sierra Club News 
 - by Robin Leler

The local Sierra Club group of Mendocino County 
meets every other month on the fourth Sunday, from 12 
to 2:30 pm or so at the Willits Environmental Hub, 630 
S. Main Street, in Willits. Upcoming meetings are July 
26, Sept. 27 and Nov. 22.

All are welcome to attend.  Get the latest updates on

Potter Valley Diversion - Dam removal and restoration 
of the Lake Pillsbury footprint and Upper Eel 
Wild Salmon populations.  The plans (currently in 
controversy) will restore health to both Eel and Russian 
River watersheds.

 Jackson Demonstration State Forest.  See the article by 
Naomi Wagner on the latest good (and bad) news on 
our local forest. 

The Great Redwood Trail (GRTA), as it moves north 
from Willits along the Eel River canyons.  Learn about 
the railroad route’s quirky and sad history of impact on 
the environment and native populations. The GRTA 
seems an auspicious time to address the past damage.

 Upcoming outings later in the summer.

 Ukiah Valley development.

For more information phone Robin at (707) 459-0155.
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Elections Are Coming – Again!
WELL was proud to be one of the co-sponsors of the 
Candidates Forum held on April 19th where we heard 
from the four people vying for the 3rd District County 
Supervisor seat (from which John Haschak is retiring 
at the end of this year). The top two vote-getters for 
that position on the June 3 primary are Buffey Wright 
Bourassa and Eric Hart, who will now face off in the 
Nov. 3rd general election.

In addition to that race, a number of other local 
positions will be on the Nov. 3 ballot, including two 
open seats on Willits City Council, three seats on the 
Brooktrails CSD Board of Directors, and three seats 
on the Willits Unified School Board. The deadline for 
candidates interested in running for any of these offices 
is in early August!

For Willits City Council, nomination papers will 
be available starting July 13th, with the last day to 
file set at Aug. 7 (which might be extended to Aug. 
12 if no incumbent has filed). Candidates must live 
within the City limits. If interested, you must make an 

appointment, Mon. through Thurs. from 9am-5pm, by 
calling the City Clerk at 707-459-7113. 

Information about filing for other positions on the ballot 
may be obtained from the County Elections office at 
707-234-6819 or mcvotes@mendocinocounty.gov. 

The League of Women Voters of Mendocino County is 
offering two trainings in Willits for potential candidates 
for all elected offices: Sat. July 18th and Sat. July 25th, 
both from 10am-2pm at the Hub (WELL and WEC 
offices just south of Mariposa Market). Continental 
breakfast and lunch are included. MWPC members are 
free, non-members are $25 per session. Contact Lynda 
McClure at mcclurelynda48@gmail.com for more info.

The co-sponsors of previous forums are planning 
another Candidates Forum for local races on the Nov. 3 
ballot, tentatively Sept. 20 at the Grange – details TBD. 
In addition to local races, there are 14 statewide ballot 
measures, our Congressional seat, Governor’s race, and 
other important items on that mid-term ballot. 

First Fridays Concerts Continue: Aug. 7 & Sept. 4
Willits First Fridays Summer Concert 
Series, presented by the Chamber of 
Commerce, continue this summer. 

August 7, 2026: Featuring Audio Soul                                                        
September 4, 2026: Featuring La Onda

The FREE concerts go from 6:00-9:00 
pm on Commercial Street between 

Humboldt & Main St.

 In addition to music, they feature 
food and merchant vendors, and great 

community camaraderie. 
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WELL Email: o�  ce@well95490.org   •   Website: well95490.org   •   Phone: (707) 459-1493

$35-85
$50-100
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ljtrowland@gmail.com
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mstrong827@outlook.com
����� 834-7224

28prana@gmail.com
����������707-234-8634

eric@oakhart.net
Christian Compton 916-613-6152

chris.compton44@icloud.com
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Memberships are 
$35-85 individual
or $50-100 family;

Donations are welcome!
WELL, PO Box 42,
Willits CA 95490

Exciting Funding News For WELL
We have the opportunity for an anonymous 
matching grant of $500!  The purpose is to replenish 
our reserve funds that were seriously depleted 
when the old computer system failed. We now have 
a much better and more organized system. Even 
though there were many volunteer hours donated, 
it was costly. WELL is re-invigorated and ready 
to move forward in several areas. PLEASE help 
us have a more solid fi nancial base for the future. 
There is so much we can do together.
Donate at well95490.org or send a check to WELL, 

P.O. Box 42, Willits CA 95490. 
����������������������������������
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Well Cocom Summary – June 1, 2026 
Administrative Items: Christian was unanimously 
approved as a new CoCom member. Ellen Drell, 
representing the Environmental Center, requested a 
joint board meeting with WELL to discuss shared space 
usage, fi nances, and long-term vision. 
Food Security Networking: Updates were shared from 
the Gleaning & Distribution Group, which meets twice 
monthly at KLLG. Lucy Kramer (director of the Mendo 
County Food Policy Council) has created a shared 
Google Drive to coordinate gleaning sites countywide. 
The Network group is struggling with some technical 
issues—mapping soft ware, communication platforms, 
and email lists. Concerns were raised about overlapping 
eff orts and the need for better communication and 
structure. 
Major discussion focused on the emerging Food 
Security Networking group (about 12 people), which 
has met twice so far. The upcoming meetings (June 
8 and July 2) should focus on activating the project 
groups, identifying leaders, and setting 3- and 6-month 
goals, with monthly reporting from each project. 
We clarify that WELL’s current role is as an umbrella 
convener, not a topdown director, with focus on local 
projects. Work continues with various working groups 
designated point people. (See the update article in this 
edition!) County-wide long-term planning is the Food 
Policy Council’s scope. 
A larger town-hall-style meeting may be held in the Fall 
to share information and re-involve the public.
Fiscal Sponsorship: Prana provided an overview of 

fi scal sponsorship models. WELL currently holds $5,000 
earmarked for the Community Wellness Collective. A 
specifi c agreement will be recommended at the July 
meeting.
Events & Fundraising: We discussed potential harvest 
dinners, skill-sharing events, and raffl  es. Ideas included 
a local-food dinner, a potato bar, and raffl  ing off  
community skills or services. Coordination with the 
Grange and Willits Fest was suggested.
Volunteers & Membership: Kev was introduced as a 
new volunteer who will assist with newsletters, website 
organization, and admin support.
Next Meetings: Will be July 6 and Aug. 10, 6pm at the 
Hub. All are welcome. Contact Madge at 707-810-3423 
for info. 


