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This Saturday May 9, 10am-3:00pm - Look for signs
near the Willits Post Office to nearby 130 Tuttle Lane

Come explore the range of plants you can purchase at
this annual fun event. There should be an assortment
of some of the most popular flower and vegetable starts
for your garden, as well as a wide selection of perennial
flowers, vegetables, herbs and fruit, all at affordable
prices.

The starts and perennial plants come from an all-
volunteer effort, both Gleaner-gardener members as well
as other gardeners in the community. The result is a lot
of interesting plants not to be found in local nurseries:
old-fashioned flowers, interesting ground covers,
drought and deer resistant varieties and those that are
pollinator-friendly. Volunteers will be on hand to answer
questions, but bring your cell phone to google varieties.

Special guest vendors will include Golden Rule Gardens,
Motherland Herbs and Quail Seeds. The setting, as
always, is park-like, but we ask that you leave your dogs
at home for safety reasons.

This is the annual fundraiser for the Grateful Gleaners,
a 100% volunteer-run group. The group has been
operating continuously for 22 years and began as an
oft-shoot of WELL. Every summer the Gleaners work
hard (and have fun) harvesting fruit from trees in local
back yards. The bounty of fruit is then distributed to
community organizations, including the Food Bank,
Senior Center, Willits Unified Schools, Willits Charter
Schools and after-school and soccer programs.

In addition to supporting the Gleaners’ work, proceeds
from the plant sale are used to give small but important
grants to local farmers to increase food production and
efficiency.

We welcome new Gleaner volunteers! Find out more by
leaving your name and phone number on the Gleaner
voicemail at (707) 367-7391 or contacting us via email
at gratefulgleanersofwillits@gmail.com
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Join your neighbors at the Summer Market
outdoors at City Park on E. Commercial St.

— every Thursday from 3-5:30pm. Enjoy the
freshest produce available, local meat, farm-fresh
eggs, hot & cold food from local businesses,
along with crafts, live music, and latest edition
of Willits Weekly. The market honors EBT and
WIC cards and matches benefits.
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From Food Security to Food Sovereignty - by Claudia Wenning

On April 11th, 2026, the third Food Security Town Hall
Meeting took place at the Little Lake Grange in Willits.
Over 40 attendees gathered to focus on fostering local
sovereignty and expanding food security in the region.
This meeting aimed not only to discuss key topics but
also to set clear goals and initiate actionable steps for
sustainable change. The meetings have been organized
by Annie Waters, Claudia Wenning, and Mike Adams of
the Grange.

The two-hour session began with Brian Weller
presenting a Mind Map - a visual representation of six
key areas that intersect with the central theme of food
security, illustrating how they connect and support one
another. The participants then split into 6 subgroups
to refine goals and outline action steps. Below are the
summaries, outlined agendas, and contact information
for these 6 action groups.

A. Networking App’: With a goal of establishing a
network to connect food providers and consumers

and to streamline management, action steps were to
develop an app to link stakeholders, compiling a list of
local infrastructure for long-term and emergency food
storage. Contact: Laura Toomey Rowland, ljtrowland@
gmail.com

B. Community and Backyard Gardens: Seeking to
increase access to fresh, local food by connecting
gleaners, backyard gardeners, small farms, orchards,
and community gardens, and to foster local food
production through education and fundraising. Actions
include revitalizing Grateful Gleaners, supporting
community gardens, building sustainable food-growing
villages, promoting backyard and advocate for "food,
not lawns." Contact: Ryan de la Porte, ryan.farporte@
gmail.com

C. Farm-to-School Grants: The goal is to identify
funding opportunities, learn from successful grantees,
and create a farm-to-school incubator. Steps include
connecting grant writers with potential grantors such

as SCFA and others. Learn from Humboldt County
Food Council. Educate farmers and cottage producers
about selling to and growing for schools. Contact: Wally
Graeber, wagraeber@gmail.com

D. Nutrition and Medicinals: The group seeks to
promote healthy eating and the use of medicinal herbs,
with actions such as offering classes on food prep, herb
harvesting, and processing; providing educational films
via Willits TV; collaborating with schools; hosting
canning/storage workshops. Education also includes

April 11 Food Security Town Hall — Photo by Claudia Wenning

partnership with Zoe’s Garden and garden tours and
classes with the Grange Garden Project. Contact: Diane
Smalley, dancemolley@mcn.org

E. State Land Easement Grants: With a goal to provide
resources and answers regarding land use, access, labor,
and housing needs, the group will contact Anderson
Land Trust and Anderson Housing Association to learn
from their models and apply relevant insights locally.
Contact: Buffey W. Bourassa, buffeywright@gmail.com

F. Collection, Storage, and Distribution Systems: The
goal is to strengthen local networks for collection,
storage, and distribution, and engage youth in these
efforts. Action steps include researching all aspects

of collection, storage, and distribution - finding
distribution hubs and storage spaces; collaborate with
various providers, and advertise these resources. The
group plans to meet twice a month via Zoom and in
person at KLLG, on the 2nd and 4th Monday of the
month at 4 pm. Contact: Jini Reynolds, gingereynolds@
gmail.com

Future Town Hall meetings about these topics will be
organized by WELL wwwwell95490.0rg. For more
information, contact Laura Toomey Rowland at
ljtrowland@gmail.com

WHY USE COLD CREEK COMPOST?
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Candidates Forum Report
- by Madge Strong

The Candidates Forum for 3rd District Supervisor drew
a packed crowd, estimated at 160, to hear from the four
candidates vying for the seat held by John Haschak,
who retires at the end of this year. The four candidates
are: Buffey Wright Bourassa, Russel Green, Eric Hart,
and Clay Romero. District 3 covers Willits, Laytonville,
Covelo and surrounding areas.

The questions, prepared by Forum co-sponsors as

well as some from audience members, ranged from
their backgrounds and priorities, their positions on

the Eel River diversion project to how to balance the
County’s budget, and many more. Good write-ups of
the questions and responses have already been reported
in Mendocino Voice (online) and Willits Weekly. But

to watch the whole forum (thanks to Channel 3 for
filming), you can go to Willits TV on Youtube and click
on the video tab, or here is the direct link:

https://youtu.be/5jgz-xOP-tg?si=djqtzN50u]Z5SP]J]

The primary election is June 2nd, with mail-in (or drop-
off) ballots being sent to voters on May 4th. In this race
(as in the crowded race for California Governor and for
most other state-wide offices), the top two vote-getters
will run off in November (unless one of them gets over
50% of the vote in June).

The forum was held at the Little Lake Grange on

April 19th, 4-6pm, and, in addition to the Grange,

was co-sponsored by Willits Economic Localization
(WELL), League of Women Voters of Mendocino
County, Mendocino Women’s Political Coalition, Willits
Environmental Center and Willits Indivisible.

This same group of co-sponsors is planning another
Candidates Forum ahead of the November 3 general
election, focusing on contested local races, which
might include Willits School District Board, Willits
City Council, and Brooktrails Board seats. Mark your
calendars: that forum is already set for Sun. Sept. 20th,
1pm.

If you have questions about registering to vote or getting
your ballot, contact the County Registrar of Voters at
707-234-6819.

REMEMBER TO VOTE ON OR
BEFORE JUNE 2ND!

Chamber Of Commerce
Hosts Events

The Willits Chamber of Commerce is hosting several
events this Summer. Its First Fridays Summer Concerts
started on May 1st (too soon for this newsletter) but the
series continues on June 5th with the Fargo Brothers.
Later in Summer will feature Audio Soul on Aug. 7th
and La Onda on Sept. 4th. The FREE concert series
takes place on E. Commercial between Main St. and
Humboldt St, from 6-9pm. In addition to music, there
will be food, vendor booths and other attractions.

The Chamber is also planning its 44th annual Car

& Bike Show downtown on Sunday, May 24th. As

an ‘appetizer;, there will be a ‘Cruise’ In’ kick-off on
Saturday, May 23rd, 4-7pm hosted at Little Lake Auto
Parts, complete with BBQ, Prizes, Live Music, by L.C
Diamonds, and a 50-50 Raftle.

——

SUNDAY
MAY 24TH
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VISITWILLITS.COM
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Brooktrails News: Need For Better Access

Compiled by Madge Strong from
several articles and interviews

The Brooktrails Community Services District celebrated
their new office with an Open House on April 11. All are
invited to come visit: the displays were supplemented
by the County Museum archives, including a large
topographic map of the serpentine, hilly subdivision.

Dam Emergency Plans: At the BTCSD’s April 14 Board
meeting, it was noted that a consultant is working with
agencies downstream to develop dam emergency plans.
The community is invited to review the proposals on
Tues. May 19, 12:30-1:30pm at the Brooktrails meeting
room.

Major Access Issues: Access and safety issues were

on the Board’s agenda April 28, with about 40 people
attending. The issues include: a second public access
route (alternative to Sherwood Road); emergency
vehicle access and evacuation routes; and public access
for walking and biking.

On the first issue, the County has funding and a
feasibility study is already underway, including
preliminary engineering and environmental analysis,
on a second public road linking Brooktrails to High 101.
Funding to build such a road, however, is not in sight; it
will be years away.

In the meantime, planning for emergency access and
egress for Brooktrails and the Sherwood corridor is the
highest priority. Two routes - along the Firco road and
another south to Hwy. 20 - are being maintained and
have emergency access agreements in place. That will
enable Sherwood Road to be dedicated for residents use
in the event of an evacuation.

The third important issue discussed extensively at the
April 28th meeting is whether the corridor along Mill
(or Willits) Creek could be available - either only for
emergencies and/or for walkers and bicyclists. The one-
mile stretch from the end of the Brooktrails parcourse
to Willits City limits is currently accessible only for
BTCSD maintenance vehicles, servicing the wastewater
pipeline to the City’s treatment facility.

According to BTCSD Board Chair Rick Willitams, the
Board will be asking their attorney and GM to contact
the property owners about their openness to such

possibilities. A number of concerns would need to be
addressed.

The issues of improving access between Brooktrails
and City of Willits are long-standing, multi-layered and
challenging. The well-attended meeting made clear that
the community is looking for both immediate and long-
term solutions.

Join your neighbors at the Grange on 4th Sundays to enjoy a wonderful collection of comfort foods - all-you-
can-eat “scratch” pancakes (several choices), plus organic local farm-fresh scrambled eggs, Beeler’s Quality
bacon, butter, juice and organic coffee or tea — all for only $13 ($11 senior plate or $5 kids under 10). Extra
sides of fruit or real maple syrup for a small added fee. Next Grange breakfasts are Sundays May 24th and
June 28th, from 8-11am.

Holistic Health Consultant
PhD Natural Medicine, Traditional Naturopath
Functional Medicine Practitioner, FMP
707 371 6103 - claudia@claudiawenning.com
e www.claudiawenning.com

NEARY AND O'BRIEN

Attorneys at Law
110 S. Main St., Ste. C Willits, CA 95490
Ph: (707) 459-5551 / Fax: (707) 459-3018

www.nearyobrienlaw.com

Christopher J. Neary / Jennifer M. Q'Brien
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The Potter Valley Dams Are
Coming Down

Excerpt from Roger Coryell,
Mendocino Voice/Bay City News

The Potter Valley Project, a century-old hydropower
complex in Mendocino County, is on its way to the
recycle bin. PG&E filed last summer to surrender its
federal license. Two dams — Scott and Cape Horn —
are coming down. The Eel River water rights pass to
the Round Valley Indian Tribes for the first time in a
century.

Now a Riverside County water district 600 miles to the
south says it might want to buy a piece. The Trump
administration is backing the bid. What the district
actually wants — water, electricity, or both — is the
question. And the district isn’t answering it.

Last summer, every party with a stake in the Eel River
signed a deal to settle what comes next. The signers:
PG&E itself, the Round Valley Indian Tribes, Humboldt
and Mendocino counties, Sonoma County’s water
agencies, the state’s fish-and-wildlife regulators, and the
conservation groups CalTrout and Trout Unlimited.

Under that agreement: PG&E surrenders the license.
Scott Dam and Cape Horn Dam come down. A new,
smaller diversion at Lake Van Arsdale — the New Eel-
Russian Facility, or NERF — takes Eel River water
during high-flow periods only.

The Scott Dam at Lake Pillsbury in Lake County, Calif,, part of
the Potter Valley Project, is set to be decommissioned. (Pacific
Gas and Electric Company via Bay City News)

The agreed-upon structure is what Rep. Jared Huffman
— whose district covers the Eel River basin — recently
called “a carefully negotiated two-basin solution that is
on the verge of restoring the Eel River while protecting
our water supplies and actually securing local ownership
of the water right on the Eel River for the first time in a
century.’

An outside acquisition [such as the as-yet undefined
proposal from the Riverside water district] would have
to break some of that agreement.

[To read the full report, go to The Potter Valley dams are coming
down « The Mendocino Voice | Mendocino County, CA.]

curiosity!

Willits Mitigation Project Nature Walk May 16

The next tour and nature walk at the Little Lake Valley mitigation lands will be Saturday, May 16, starting at
8:00am, led by Marisela De Santa Anna of the Mendocino County Resource Conservation District. Meet at the
County Museum. Bring binoculars if you have them, hat, comfortable water proof shoes, water, snack, and your

Acupunctore Awakens the Healer Within.
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Diane Smalley, [ .Ac. 456-9514
750 (Central Street, Willits

AT )

Organic & Natural Foods

on

500 S. Main St. « Willits, CA 95490
mariposamarket.com * 707-459-9630 ph * 707-459-9633 fax
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Flock Together Festival

- Report by Miriam Raphael

Saturday, April 25th, was the second annual Flock
Together Festival celebration at Ridgewood Ranch. A
good time was had by all! About 400 people of all ages
attended on a cool and cloudy day.

While the festival was anchored by the sheep shearing,
many other aspects of ranch activity were also
showcased, ranging from all things wool (carding,
felting, etc.) to seed saving, from fresh ground flour to
vegetables from the various gardens. Wonderful live

music and, of course, delicious food were also available.

Thanks so much to all who participated in this
celebration of Ridgewood Ranch and ranch life. We
hope you will come again!

Frontier Days Events

The first event of the annual Frontier Days
festivities kicks off with the Hometown Celebration
on Main Street, on Friday, June 19th from

5-9pm. To apply for booth spaces, contact Ashtan
Bloomquist: 367-9471.

Events continue with Truck & Tractor Pulls on

June 26, 6pm (Contact: Marcy Barry: 272-5395),
followed by a Street Dance & Carnival at the rodeo
grounds (Contact: Willits Frontier Days: 459-6330).

Multiple events continue in early July with rodeo,
BBQ, breakfasts, concerts and art shows, sweetheart
contest, and of course the annual 4th of July parade.
Check events schedules as it gets closer!

Thanks For Tanks

Close to 200 large water tanks have been distributed

to more than a dozen Firewise Communities,
Neighborhood Fire Safe Councils, and fire departments
throughout Mendocino County, free of charge, thanks to
efforts of the Mendocino County Fire Safe Council and
many volunteers. Another approximately 250 tanks have
been supplied though other county organizations. This
one-time program for free water tanks was enabled by
the California Department of Water Resources as part of
its Small Communities Drought Relief program.

According to Brian Ferri-Taylor, the Sherwood Firewise
Communities, covering about 5,000 residents along

the Sherwood Road corridor, received 36 of the water
tanks. They also have administered over $4.5 million
for roadside fuel reduction along that corridor, and
volunteers monitor emergency radio traffic and send
important alerts to their members.

Ferri-Taylor notes that the west side of Willits has
recently been designated as a high- risk fire area,
which will likely affect insurance availability and rates.
Residents should consider the advantages of forming
a local Firewise Community. Learn more by visiting
firesafemendocino.org/nfsc.

\——

NC Financial Group

A Wealth Management Company

Nicholas Casagrande, EA
CEO & Financial Advisor
nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com

Call us today!
(855) 240-6606 | 207 W Stephenson St, Ukiah, CA 95482
(415) 480-3669 | 675 S Main St, Willits, CA 95490

e

www.ncfinancialgroup.com
E d
Investments | TaxPlanning | Insurance | Business Solutions | Retirement

Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment AdvisersLLC. Securities offered through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance
business in CA as CFGFS Insurance Agency LLC, CAinsurance license #0E28878), member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from
any other named entity.

NCFinancial Group 2025 awarded Gold in categories Accounting Firm, Financial Advisor (won prior in 2024), and Tax Prep. The Best of Lake and
Mendocino presented by Bicoastal Media is a vote-based contest for individuals and businesses that serve Lake County, CA, and Mendocino
County, CA. Nominati rovided by the community and after the nomination period is completed, the names of nominated businesses
in each of the categories are finalized and make up the official Best of Lake and Mendocino voting ballot. The audience can then vote on one
choice in each category. Voters are allowed to nominate without limits and once the voting period has begun, one vote per category per
24-hour periodis allowed. Listing in this publication and/or award is not a guarantee of future investment success. Thisrecognition should not
be construed as an endorsement of the advisor by any client. No compensation was provided directly or indirectly by the recipient for
participation or in connection with obtaining or using the third-party rating or award.

EA #105394 CA DRE #01854336, CA Insurance Lic. # 0H68496
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Herbs Excel At Keeping Us Well

- by Claudia Wenning

Join us for a seasonal series of hands-on Community
Herbal Education classes in Little Lake Grange (Room
4). Sessions are taught by local herbalists and include
practical learning, plant wisdom, and a guided tour of
the Grange Garden. All classes are from 10am to noon,
participation by donation. Space is limited—please get
in touch with each instructor directly to reserve your
spot. Herb plant starts are also available for purchase.

There are three more classes coming up:

May 23 - We Are What We Eat: Let Food Be Thy
Medicine

with Claudia Wenning: Claudia@claudiawenning.com
Discover how everyday herbs, spices, and whole foods
support digestion, blood sugar balance, immunity, and
energy. Includes guidance on safe, responsible wild
foraging.

June 13 - Everyday Herbs for Health and Wellness
with Donna d’Terra: DonnaDTerra@gmail.com
Learn to create herbal honeys, syrups, vinegars,
oxymels, and more. Taste and explore ways to
incorporate herbs into daily life for vitality and
nourishment.

July 18 - Healthy Summer Herbals

with Leslie King: trancdancr@aol.com

Meet local summertime herbal allies, learn how to use
them to stay balanced and well through the season.

On Saturday, May 30, Motherland Botanical
Sanctuary Herb School presents Lavender Day.

We will distill the fresh Lavender into essential oil
and hydrosol, learn how to propagate and cultivate
Lavender, make a Lavender incense, and tour the
Motherland gardens. For more information, contact
DonnaDTerra@gmail.com or 707-400-8458.

JJ. Rm ‘”M ‘T

A LOCALLY OWNED } BRCA@

Open daily 10 t0 6
Clothing, Gifts, Housewares, Gourmet Coffee,
Ice cream, Farm & Garden Supplies, Pet Foods.
212 S. Main Street. Willits, California 459-1214

Coorindating Committee
Summaries — March - April, 2026

March 2, 2026

CoCom changes: Sonja resigned from CoCom effective
Mar. 1st. We appointed Eric Hart to serve until next
membership meeting, and designated Christian
Compton to CoCom as ‘“Tech Advisor.

Finance & Membership reports: After losing access

to QuickBooks, Holly (our new admin person) has
been recreating finance and membership records

on spreadsheets. We are still compiling lists of past
members for needed reminders-to-renew. Soon we hope
to set up an integrated data management system.

We reviewed the 2025 Finance Report (which was
published in the Mar-Apr newsletter). Going forward,
CoCom needs to approve all new expenses and receive
quarterly finance reports.

Website & Tech Report: Due to changing personnel, we
neglected to renew our Charlottezweb domain, which
hosted the old website, email lists and other records.
Instead we are activating the new website on Wix. We
will gradually shift to Microsoft office for email and
improved functions.

Candidates Forum: The planning committee of co-
sponsors will continue covering details for the event on
Sun. April 19, 4pm at the Grange.

Food Security Town Halls: The series of three events on
Food Security have been the main focus for Town Halls.
CoCom members are working with the Grange, and
WELL will be taking the lead on future action plans.

Insurance coverage: CoCom approves a request to
cover Women Making Music camps as consistent with
our mission; they will compensate us for $100 per camp.

Volunteer Mentorships: Christian briefly outlined his
ideas for building a volunteer mentorship program, to
be on next CoCom agenda.

April 6, 2026

Upcoming Events are the Food Security Town Hall

#3 on Apr. 11, 11am-1pm: and the Candidates Forum
for District #3 Supervisor on Apr. 19, 4pm-6pm. Both
are reported on in this newsletter. (Note: Another
Candidates Forum is planned for Sept. 20 for local races
on the November 3 ballot.)

Coorindating Committee Summaries continues on next page
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Coorindating Committee Summaries continued

Fiscal Sponsorships: CoCom approved being fiscal
sponsor for receiving in-kind donations of plants from
Commonwealth Garden to the Gleaners plant sale.

We also agreed to receive funds for the Mendocino
Community Wellness Collective (CWC) - a $3,000
grant from the Laytonville donor, pending approval of a
contract for this project at a future CoCom meeting.

First Quarter Finance Report: Holly presented the
income/expense report for 1st quarter of 2026, noting
that it includes some significant one-time income &
expenses. We would like a projection for annual budget
at next CoCom. On membership income, we still need
to follow up on many renewals.

Technology Update: CC members will need to sign up
to create Microsoft accounts.

CoCom Roles: A draft from Madge gets the ball rolling,
to be continued.

Contract Volunteers Proposal: Christian proposes
starting the program in June with three volunteers at10
hours/month for a 6-month mentorship. First focus
areas will be: newsletter, tech skills, and food security.
Each volunteer will need oversight from Christian and a
designated CC member.

April 27, 2026

Food Security Next Steps: CoCom members and
several new participants from recent Food Security
Town Halls agreed that WELL should take the lead in
coordination of the foodsecurity effort. This transition is
in progress.

Several people volunteered to be part of a Food

Security organizing committee, led by Laura Rowland,
with a first meeting on May 18, 6pm at the Hub/

WELL office. They will work to set up a structure

with subgroups as needed, establish communication
systems, and coordinate with county-wide partners.
WELL is gradually building needed tech support for this
expanded role.

WELL Memberships: Membership revenue remains
essential to WELL' financial stability. We are still in
process to improve renewals for 2026. We also still need
to grow our membership — presence at events, new
leaflets, letters or articles in Willits Weekly, more social
media posts!

Financial Overview: Christian presented WELL’s
current financial position: approximately $6,200 for
expenses through end of year; current funds $8,500.
WELL remains solvent but must increase fundraising to
maintain reserves while taking on new responsibilities.
A fundraising committee is forming to plan a fall event,
which may revive the local food feasts/ Harvest Dinner
and/or creating a homesteading skills festival. These
events would support both WELL’ finances and public
engagement.

Tax Filings: Both 2024 and current 2025 tax filings will
be submitted in the next week.

Next CoComs: June 1st,and July 6th. Extra meetings
may be needed to discuss CoCom roles, training

on ‘Teams, plan a Fall fund-raising event, and
implementing Food Security efforts.

WHATISWELL?

Willits Economic Localization is a
501(c)3 non-profit, membership or-
ganization. All donations are tax-
deductible.

Our Vision: An enduring local
economy that provides health and
security for our community.

Our Mission: To foster the
creation of a local, sustainable econ-
omy in the Willits area by helping
residents to learn valuable skills and
take action, and by partnering with
other organizations to share knowl-
edge and support projects that build
a thriving community

WELL Coordinating Committee

Laura Rowland 459-1043
ljtrowland@gmail.com
Madge Strong 459-1493
mstrong827 @outlook.com
Prana 834-7224
28prana@gmail.com
Eric Hart 707-234-8634
eric@oakhart.net
Christian Compton 916-613-6152
chris.compton44@icloud.com
There are two vacancies
on the Committee, if interested
call Madge 459-1493

Memberships are
$35-85 individual
or $50-100 family;
Donations are welcome!
WELL, PO Box 42,
Willits CA 95490

Donate now with..

PayPal

Please join or renew your membership for 2026

WELL Email: officec@well95490.org « Website: well95490.0org « Phone: (707) 459-1493




